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Where We Are Today
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High-Risk States
On Monday, October 5, DC Health released the
following list of high-risk states
Alabama
Alaska
Arkansas
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas

Kentucky
Louisiana
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Mexico*
North Carolina
North Dakota

Oklahoma
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
*Recently added

An updated list of high-risk states will be posted on
coronavirus.dc.gov/phasetwo on Monday, October 19.
Before traveling, be mindful of the risks and requirements.
October 5, 2020

COVID-19 Testing in DC
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DC has completed 401,568 COVID-19 tests, including more than
118,000 tests at the public testing sites.

Public testing
sites are
open Monday
through
Saturday and
are open to
individuals
age three
and older.

October 5, 2020

Updated Public Testing Schedule
NO
APPOINTMENT
NEEDED.

Save time in
line! Preregister at
coronavirus.dc.gov/
register
October 5, 2020
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Flu Vaccine
DC Health has partnered with CVS Pharmacy to offer flu shots at six firehouse
testing sites from October 5-30. These sites are in addition to the flu vaccinations
provided by Walgreens at the F Street testing site through October.
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Tuesdays and Thursdays
3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Engine 4, 2531 Sherman Avenue, NW
Engine 24, 5101 Georgia Avenue, NW
Engine 31, 4930 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Engine 8, 1520 C Street, SE
Engine 30, 50 49th Street, NE
Engine 33, 101 Atlantic Street, SE

Individuals age 12 and up can get a flu shot at these sites. The CDC recommends everyone six months or older get
a flu vaccine. Residents should bring their government issued ID and insurance card (pharmacy card, if applicable).

October 5, 2020

TERM 2 AT
DC PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Term 1: By the Numbers
4,000 teachers launched
virtual classrooms across the
District, powered by nearly
11,000 Canvas Course
Companions with the DCPS
curriculum.

92 percent of students are
regularly logging online to
meet with teachers,
participate in live learning, or
access learning materials.

To date, we provided more
than 29,900 devices to
students including 2,100+
iPads to Pre-K families. Our
tech help desk supported
more than 13,500 callers.

The #ReopenStrong Parent
University series helped
12,000 families get ready for
the new school year and
sessions will continue
throughout the Fall.

More than 1.2 million free
meals served since March
(33,000 in Term 1).

2 Student Support Centers
launched and 11 scheduled to
open in October.

October 5, 2020
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Phased Return to In-Person Learning

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Launch

Welcome
Back

Welcome
Back

Elementary
Grades
(PK-5)

Secondary
Grades
(6-12)

Student
Support
Centers

Families will always have the option to continue learning at home.

October 5, 2020

Why return to in-person learning?
During learning at home, our educators are making their virtual classrooms places of creativity and
enrichment, curiosity and encouragement.
At the same time, we know learning at home is not working for every student and family.
To determine the best way to welcome staff and students back into our schools in Term 2, we prioritized:
üProviding a safe and supportive learning space for our youngest learners – where we see more challenges
with virtual learning
üOffering in-person instruction for students with known opportunity gaps to mitigate learning loss
üMaximizing learning time and maintaining the integrity of the instructional program for all students – whether
at school or at home
Secondary courses are built on semester schedules. To ensure continuity of the learning experience and consistency
in grading practices, middle and high school students will continue learning at home. DCPS will consider a transition
to in-person learning for middle and high school students in Term 3

October 5, 2020
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School Preparations: Operational Planning for
Schools Opening in Term 2
Plan

Prep and
Support

ü 10/2: Issue COVID-19
Operations Handbook
and planning templates
ü 10/5-8: Host office
hours with principals
ü 10/5-9: Model
classroom, entry, and
corridor set-up to
support planning
ü 10/14-23: Review school
plans

ü 10/5-23: Individual
school set-up of socially
distanced learning
environments
ü By 10/23: Distribute
PPE and materials to
schools
ü By 10/23: Address
essential work orders
ü By 11/6: Complete
HVAC enhancements

October 5, 2020

Safety
Review
ü 10/19-23: Central
operations specialists
conduct walkthrough of
each site with school
team
ü 10/26-30: Principals
host building walks with
LSAT/PTA/Union reps

Monitor
ü 11/9: Term 2 Starts
ü Central operations
specialists conduct random
and scheduled audits to
ensure protocols are
followed using DC Health
COVID-19 Compliance
Tool
ü Central and schools track
PPE and material burn rate
ü DCPS/DGS monitor and
address HVAC and work
orders

Term 2: Elementary Grade (PK-5) Learning
Model Options*
In-Person Learning
Classrooms

(Canvas Academics and Real Engagement)

• In this model, students learn in
small cohorts assigned to a
classroom teacher at their
school for live, inperson instruction.
• The daily schedule will be similar
to a typical school day.
• One class per grade level at
every elementary school and
prioritized self-contained special
education classrooms.
• Program begins November 9.
• Program runs 5 days a week, half
day on Wednesdays.

• In this model, students learn as a
small cohort assigned to a staff
member (who is not their
teacher) who will support
students with all-virtual learning.
• Students have the opportunity
to socialize with their peers
during breaks, recess, and lunch.
• PK-Grade 1 program begins
week of November 16.
• Grades 2-5 program begins week
of November 30.
• Program runs 5 days a week, half
day on Wednesdays.

Student CARE Classrooms

12

Learning at Home
• In this model, students have live,
virtual learning and independent
learning.
• Students are mastering topics
most crucial for their success
and experiencing exposure to a
wide-range of topics – all from
their home.
• Program runs 5 days a week.

*Learning model options for grades PK-5 will be implemented at early learning centers, elementary schools, and PK-8 education campuses.

October 5, 2020

What is a Student CARE (Canvas Academics and Real
Engagement) Classroom?
Learning Model
•
•
•
•
•

Students spend their day at school with a group of
their peers.
Students learn virtually with their teacher and class
online.
Students have the opportunity to safely socialize
with their peers during breaks, recess, and lunch.
Supervision and support is provided by a caring
adult.
Breakfast and lunch are provided.

Staffing
•
•

Staff Role
ü Maintain a positive learning environment for students.
ü Support students with accessing learning materials online.
ü Provide additional support for students who need individualized
attention.
ü Ensure health and safety protocols are followed.
ü Facilitate safe arrival, transitions, and dismissal.
ü Maintain ongoing communication with families.

Qualifications

DCPS instructional and support staff
Partner staff (e.g. DC Gov and community-based
organizations)

October 5, 2020

q Active background check, including fingerprinting and TB screen
q High School diploma and 24 hours college credit (minimum)
q Preferred: Experience working with children (particularly for
grades PK-2).
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How many elementary students can we serve
in person?
DCPS can serve approximately 75% of PK-5 students enrolled. While we cannot
guarantee a seat for all students, we know some families want to continue the learning
at home experience. Based on survey data from Summer 2020, approximately 20-25%
of families reported a preference for all virtual learning.

7,000
In-Person Learning
Classroom Seats
One class per grade level and prioritized
self-contained special education
classrooms

2,300

5-11

21,000

Classrooms

Students per
Classroom

Seats

# of learning spaces to
be utilized calculated
based on school
building and enrollment

# of students per
learning space capped
according to DC Health
guidelines to facilitate
social distancing

October 5, 2020

14,000
Student CARE
Classroom Seats
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Student Selection

7,000
In-Person Learning
Classroom seats

14,000
Student CARE
Classroom seats

We are prioritizing classroom seats for our elementary students with the highest need
based on current enrollment information. Through a random selection process, we will
prioritize by grade level by school:
1.
Students experiencing homelessness
2. Students who receive special education services or who are English learners
3. Students who are designated as at-risk
4. All other enrolled students
We will also:
• Give siblings in the same school a preference in the process to keep them on the
same schedule, where possible (first siblings in priority groups, then all other
siblings).
• Guarantee CARE classroom seats for children of teachers and staff who are
working in-person, if their child is enrolled in a DCPS school.
Self-contained in-person learning classroom seats, for students receiving special
education services with more intensive needs, will be prioritized by class by school in the
following order:
1. Students experiencing homelessness
2. All other students in the self-contained special education class
School leaders may appeal to make no more than 2 seat offers per in-person learning classroom based
on student need. Appeals will be reviewed by central office.
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Families will be notified by
October 23 if they have
been matched with an InPerson Learning Classroom
seat. A family will always
have the option to
continue learning at home
and can decline a matched
seat.

Families will be notified by
October 30 if they have
been matched with a
Student CARE Classroom
seat. A family will always
have the option to
continue learning at home
and can decline a matched
seat.

Student Registration Process for Families
Accept
Classroom Seat
Offered
Classroom Seat

Come to School
on Designated
Start Date
Continue with
Learning at Home

Decline
Classroom Seat
Another Student
is Offered Seat

October 5, 2020
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School Preparations: Planning and Monitoring Tools

Comprehensive handbook
and templates to support
school planning, including
guidance on Schoolwide
Health & Safety Supports;
Staff Health & Safety;
Student Services,
Procedures, Health & Safety;
COVID-19 Response
Protocols

Set of building readiness standards to ensure every facility
meets public health requirements as outlined by DC Health,
OSSE, and the CDC to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 prior
to welcoming students back

October 5, 2020

Compliance tool to monitor COVID-19 health
and safety compliance consistency;
assessment to be completed every 2 weeks
through data review, policy review, and onsite walk through
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Health & Safety Protocols

October 5, 2020
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A Day in the Life of a PK-5 Student Learning at School
Students will be scheduled with a small group of students that will stay in their classroom for most of the day.
Schedules will be modified to limit transitions and restrict interactions between classrooms.
Arrival

Morning Activities

Lunch and Recess

• Designated entry
point by grade level
• Health screening
verification and
temperature check
• Provision of hand
sanitizer and face
mask

• Breakfast in the
classroom
• Morning Meeting
• English Language Arts
• Scheduled bathroom
break by classroom

• Lunch in the
classroom
• Staggered recess
time by classroom

October 5, 2020

Afternoon
Activities

• Art
• Social Studies
• Scheduled bathroom
break by classroom
• Math
• Science

Dismissal

• Closing meeting
• Staggered dismissal
time by classroom

Immunizations Reminder
Beginning School Year 2020-2021, immunizations are required for in-person attendance.

Ensuring your child receives the right vaccinations at the right age is one of the most important ways
to help them stay healthy and keep serious diseases at a distance.

Families who receive an offer for a classroom seat must
have immunization certification for their student
submitted by their first day of in-person attendance.
Students without documentation will not be admitted.

October 5, 2020
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Responding to COVID-19
If students, staff, or community members who have been in the building test positive for
COVID-19, schools will follow the health and safety guidance released by DC Health and the
Office of the State Superintendent of Education.
To minimize the impact of a positive case on the entire school, students will be
grouped in cohorts that do not have close contact with other cohorts.
DCPS is training school leaders on our COVID-19 Reporting and Response
Protocol.
When there is a confirmed, positive case of an individual in a school building, we
will notify students and staff, provide self-quarantine instructions to close contacts,
and follow all steps outlined by DC Health and the CDC for cleaning, disinfection,
and sanitization.

October 5, 2020
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How do you determine if someone is a “close contact”?
Close contact is defined as:
1)

being within approximately 6 feet (2 meters) of an individual with
COVID-19 for a prolonged period (e.g., being in the same office or
meeting as a positive and symptomatic individual), or

2)

having direct contact with the infectious secretions from an
individual with COVID-19 (e.g., being coughed on).

Note: The definition of “close contact” does not include all other individuals on the same
floor or in the same building as a positive individual, unless they also meet criteria (1) or (2).

October 5, 2020
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If a teacher tests positive for COVID-19…
RESPONSE:

PK3 Classroom

2nd Grade
Classroom

PK4 Classroom

3rd Grade
Classroom

K Classroom

4th Grade
Classroom

October 5, 2020

1st Grade
Classroom

5th Grade
Classroom

•

Students and staff in the 4th grade classroom
will be notified and required to quarantine
for 14 days.

•

The school will follow all steps outlined by DC
Health and the CDC for cleaning,
disinfection, and sanitization.

•

The entire school community will be notified
that there was a positive case.

•

The DC Contact Trace force will also
interview the teacher to identify other close
contacts outside of the school; reach out to all
quarantined contacts to provide information
on the precautions to follow while in
quarantine; and assist individuals in obtaining
resources they may need during their
quarantine period.
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If a student tests positive for COVID-19…
RESPONSE:

PK3 Classroom

2nd Grade
Classroom

PK4 Classroom

3rd Grade
Classroom

K Classroom

4th Grade
Classroom
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1st

Grade
Classroom

5th Grade
Classroom

•

Students and staff in the 2nd grade classroom
will be notified and required to quarantine for
14 days.

•

The school will follow all steps outlined by DC
Health and the CDC for cleaning, disinfection,
and sanitization.

•

The entire school community will be notified
that there was a positive case.

•

The DC Contact Trace force will also
interview the student’s parent/guardian to
identify other close contacts outside of the
school; reach out to all quarantined contacts to
provide information on the precautions to
follow while in quarantine; and assist individuals
in obtaining resources they may need during
their quarantine period.
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If a parent or household member of a student
tests positive for COVID-19…
RESPONSE:
• The student will be required to
quarantine for 14 days.

PK3
Classroom

Student’s
parent

October 5, 2020

• The DC Contact Trace force will also
interview the parent to identify other
close contacts outside of the school;
reach out to all quarantined contacts to
provide information on the precautions
to follow while in quarantine; and assist
individuals in obtaining resources they
may need during their quarantine
period.

If a staff member tests positive for COVID-19…
RESPONSE:

Office Staff
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•

Staff and students in close contact with the staff member will be
notified and required to quarantine for 14 days.

•

The school will follow all steps outlined by DC Health and the CDC
for cleaning, disinfection, and sanitization.

•

The entire school community will be notified that there was a
positive case.

•

The DC Contact Trace force will also interview the staff member
to identify other close contacts outside of the school; reach out to
all quarantined contacts to provide information on the precautions
to follow while in quarantine; and assist individuals in obtaining
resources they may need during their quarantine period.
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Reporting COVID-19 Cases
DCPS Personnel Working In-Person
Total Number of Personnel Who Have Tested Positive
Total Number of Personnel Currently in Quarantine Due to COVID-19

DCPS Students Participating in In-Person Activities
Total Number of Students Who Have Tested Positive
Total Number of Students Currently in Quarantine Due to COVID-19

October 5, 2020
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Staff Readiness
Universal Safeguards for
In-Person Work
• Provision of PPE (masks, face
shields, hand sanitizer, and
enhanced PPE as needed)
• Ongoing replenishment of building
and classroom cleaning supplies
• Daily health screening completion
certification
• Enhanced cleaning routines
• Physical and operational workplace
adjustments
• New visitor management protocol
(pre-approved appointments
needed to enter the building)

Staff Training
• A mandatory Return to In Person
Work webinar to introduce health
and safety requirements
• Custodial training on deep and
enhanced cleaning protocols
• Operations POC training on new
COVID-19 building readiness and
maintenance protocols
• 2-3 in-person staff training days
prior to beginning work with
students, focused on health and
safety routines, student and family
engagement, classroom set-up
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Staff Considerations
• Issued staff survey to allow
employees to request consideration
for a virtual assignment in alignment
with guidance from DC Health and
the CDC, as well as federal and
local laws
• The assignment process serves to
provide important health
safeguards for vulnerable
populations and additional
flexibilities to address COVID-19related impacts

Staffing Assignment Framework
Option 1: Qualification for a 100% virtual assignment based on staff or household member with
increased risk for COVID-19 (as defined by CDC) or childcare need due to public health emergency

Option 2: Consideration for a 100% virtual assignment based on transportation hardship
or sole caretaker responsibilities

Option 3: Preference for a 100% virtual assignment on first come, first served basis

Option 4: Preference for a part-time in-person assignment

October 5, 2020
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Next Steps
STAFF
Complete Staff Survey and submit documentation (as
needed) by the deadlines provided in the email you received.

Look out for notification from DCPS with your Term 2
staffing assignment (initial notifications issued by October
23).

FAMILIES
Make sure your child is up to date with his/her immunizations;
submit documentation to your school.

Look out for notification by October 23 for In-Person
Learning Classroom seats; and by October 30 for Student
CARE classroom seats.

Staff returning to work in-person participate in on-site
training in November, prior to beginning work with students.

Join us at an upcoming virtual Information Session!
Term 2 Overview – October 6 @ 5:30-6:30pm
Public Health Panel – October 14 @ 6-7pm
Register at bit.ly/dcpsreopen
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Learn more at
DCPSReopenStrong.com

